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GREEN EDITION 

THINK TWICE BEFORE THROWING ANYTHING 

DOWN A STORM WATER DRAIN! 
It is a common misconception that storm drains lead to a wastewater treatment plant; however, in many urban and 

rural areas, water entering drains receives no treatment and is discharged directly into the nearest waterway which 

in most cases are our rivers. Apart from the trash and debris that is washed into waterways from urban surfaces, 

your property could be contributing to water quality issues in nearby streams without you even realizing it. 

Some of the most common pollutants that end up in our storm water drains are: 

 Motor oil and Antifreeze 

 Paint 

 Litter and Trash 

 Pesticides and Fertilizers 

 Leaves and grass 

You can be part of the solution and do your bit to prevent storm drains from being polluted by: 

 Throwing your litter in a bin, 

 Raking up leaves and grass, 

 Getting rid of chemicals and paint in the right manner, 

 Working with your neighbours to defend the storm water drains in your street.  

 

 
STORM WATER DRAIN STENCILING 
Storm water stenciling is an attempt to create awareness around storm water drains and aims to prevent pollution 

thereof. This usually involves the spraying of a message that you want to convey. An example of such a message is 

‘’No Dumping, Drains to River”. This is an option which is currently being investigated for possible implementation 

in the Hessequa region. 

https://www.wvsa.org/stormwater-management/pages/storm-drain-stenciling-program 

 

https://www.stencilease.com/products/circular-storm-drain-stencil-drains-to-river 



 

 

  

A FOCUS ON INVASIVES:  

BLACK WATTLE (Acacia mearnsii) 

 

 

CATEGORIES: 

CATEGORY 1 (C1): Plants in this category are not permitted on your 

land and must be destroyed. 

CATEGORY 2 (C2): These plants are not permitted on your land and 

should be removed. Land owners can be exempted by obtaining special 

permission from the Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural 

Development (DALRRD) and if demarcated area has been set aside for 

these vegetation types. 

CATEGORY 3 (C3): In this case the plants are permitted to grow on your 

land but only if already established and no new additions are made to 

the existing.  

MAIN CHARACTERISTICS OF INVASIVE ALIEN 

PLANT SPECIES  

The four main characteristics of these species are as follows: 

1. The quantity of water that these plants absorb far exceeds the 

amount of water that indigenous species uses, resulting in dried 

out soil. 

2. These plants have no natural enemies which can limit their 

number. 

3. They grow fast and produce huge amounts of seed. 

4. All these invasives are quick to burn which it does at a much higher 

temperature than indigenous vegetation which poses as a serious 

threat to fynbos. 

The black wattle, which is a CATEGORY 2 invasive species, is a 

spreading, spineless, evergreen tree with a dense, conical or spherical 

crown and dark-green foliage that grows to a height of 10-30 meters. 

The bark ranges in colour from grey-brown to black, and it is smooth in 

young trees and rough in mature trees. 

The main risk associated with black wattle planting is that it might 

"escape" from the plantations and spread over roads and rivers. They 

frequently create dense thickets that destroy natural vegetation, 

particularly in the Cape Province, where indigenous forests and fynbos 

are under threat. The flow of water is frequently hindered by dense 

stands of black wattle along rivers. 

Herbicides including 2,4 D/picloram (dimethylamine salts), glyphosate, 

tebuthiuron, and triclopyr are approved for chemical control of black 

wattle. The correct dosage should be indicated on the label. Seedlings 

can be pulled out by hand, young trees rooted with a tree-puller and 

elderly trees toppled with either hand or chainsaws. 

However, as untreated old trees tend to grow again after it was taken 

down, these trees should be chopped below the stem-root junction, 

girdled, or the chopped stem treated with chemicals. (Beer, 2014) 

Image: Blackwattle flower 

Image: Blackwattle tree 

Image: Blackwattle bark 



 

HESSEQUA MUNICIPALITY: ENVIRONMENTAL 

MANAGEMENT ROAMING TEAM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The team of Hessequa Municipality: Environmental Management are constantly in the process of doing maintenance 

work and beautification of the natural environment and associated infrastructure.  

Images: Footpath in Tuin-Op-Die-Brak being maintained. 

Images: Alien Clearance and chipping of biomass  

Images: Maintenance work in the Tuin-Op-Die-Brak. Image: Fence maintenance at the Traffic 

Department in Riversdale. 



 

Henque Waste commenced a campaign where they started to distribute recycling plastic bags to the towns that 

participates in the programme in the Hessequa region in an attempt to encourage the communities and businesses 

to recycle. Be on the look-out for yours. The following information in the pamphlet below is also distributed along 

with the recycling plastic bag. Happy Recycling eveyrone! 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL CALENDAR DAYS – 2021 

10 August 2021: World Lion Day 

12 August 2021: Elephant Day 

23-27 August 2021: World Water Week 

 
Environmental days have been designated by both the United Nations and 

the African Union. These commemoration days give stakeholders a chance 

to contribute their thoughts, experiences and insights while also raising 

awareness and publicizing various environmental challenges. 

START RECYCLING AND MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

NB: Henque Waste collects only in Albertinia, Stilbaai, Melkhoutfontein, Riversdal, Heidelberg and Slangrivier. 


