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GREEN EDITION 

The National Estuarine Management Protocol has been amended and accordingly been published for 

implementation. These amendments address implementation issues and the impact of the 2016 Supreme Court of 

Appeal judgement in Abbott v Overstrand Municipality. The judgement found that the assignment of functions to 

municipalities in the existing protocol presented constitutional challenges, as the assignment should have been done 

in terms of Integrated Coastal Management Act and not the protocol. 

To address the unconstitutionality of the protocol, the Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment (DFFE) 

went through an extensive stakeholder consultation that culminated in an agreement to amend the following 

paragraphs of the protocol: 

Paragraph 5: to assign the provincial environmental departments as responsible management authorities to 

develop estuarine management plans and coordinate the implementation of the EMPs in consultation with 

the affected local and district municipalities. Provinces may enter into agreements with municipalities willing 

to take the function of developing the EMPs in terms of the 156 (4) of the Constitution and continue with the 

estuarine management function. 

Paragraph 9.1: the approval of the EMP developed by the provincial lead agencies shall be approved by the 

MEC and where the EMP is developed by the national conservation agency or the department, it must be 

approved by the minister. 

Paragraph 9.2: considers the effective implementation of the EMP by ensuring that once it is approved, it 

must be integrated to the CMPs, IDP, SDF and protected areas management plans. 

The Minister of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment, Barbara Dallas Creecy, published a notice in the Government 

Gazette, Vol 672 (Notice No. 44724) for the implementation of the amended National Estuarine Management 

Protocol on Friday, 18 June 2021. 

A copy of the amended protocol can be downloaded here »  

National Environmental Management: Integrated Coastal Management Act (Act No. 24of 2008): The National 

Estuarine Management Protocol [G 44724 GoN 533] 

NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT: 

INTEGRATED COASTAL MANAGEMENT ACT, 2008 

(Act No.24 of 2008) 

THE NATIONAL ESTUARINE MANAGEMENT PROTOCOL 

SOURCE: https://www.environment.gov.za/mediarelease/estuarinemanagementprotocol_gazetted 

 

https://www.environment.gov.za/sites/default/files/gazetted_notices/nemica_estuarinemanagementprotocol_g44724_gon533.pdf
https://www.environment.gov.za/sites/default/files/gazetted_notices/nemica_estuarinemanagementprotocol_g44724_gon533.pdf
https://protect-za.mimecast.com/s/OdTnCQ1mGAsk6AJ1uxAWKn?domain=environment.gov.za


 

 

  

A FOCUS ON INVASIVES:  

CLUSTER PINE (Pinus pinaster, Pinaceae) 

 

 

CATEGORIES: 

CATEGORY 1 (C1): Plants in this category are not permitted on your 

land and must be destroyed. 

CATEGORY 2 (C2): These plants are not permitted on your land and 

should be removed. Land owners can be exempted by obtaining special 

permission from the Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural 

Development (DALRRD) and if demarcated area has been set aside for 

these vegetation types. 

CATEGORY 3 (C3): In this case the plants are permitted to grow on your 

land but only if already established and no new additions are made to 

the existing.  

MAIN CHARACTERISTICS OF INVASIVE ALIEN 

PLANT SPECIES  

The four main characteristics of these species are as follows: 

1. The quantity of water that these plants absorb far exceeds the 

amount of water that indigenous species uses, resulting in dried 

out soil. 

2. These plants have no natural enemies which can limit their 

number. 

3. They grow fast and produce huge amounts of seed. 

4. All these invasives are quick to burn which it does at a much higher 

temperature than indigenous vegetation which poses as a serious 

threat to fynbos. 

Trees that are conifers and grows between 8-15m tall; conical when 

young, cylindrical with a tall, naked trunk as it becomes older; reddish-

brown bark deeply broken into plates. The leaves are dull grey-green 

needles in two-bundle bundles, they are long (80-240mm), thick, and 

unyielding. There are no flowers produced by this plant. The 

fruits/seeds that they produce are woody purple cones that turn light 

brown and are 90-180mm long, stalkless, crowded, and persistent. The 

Pinus pinaster is generally spread by seed dispersal from the cones. 

Mountain fynbos and lowland fynbos are both invaded by this pine. The 

Cluster Pine is native to the Mediterranean and is classified as a 

Category 2 invasive specie. In South Africa the Pinus pinaster is a huge 

problem in the Western Cape as it competes with and supplants native 

species. Dense stands can restrict water runoff and stream flow from 

mountain catchments, reduce grazing and represent a fire hazard, 

putting indigenous animal and plant species at risk. When removed the 

Cluster Pine is generally used as timber and once removed the best 

alternative for the Cluster Pine (Pinus pinaster) is the Yellowwoods 

(Podocarpus henkellii, Podocarpus latifolius, Podocarpus falcatus).  

 

Image: Cluster pine cone 

Image: Cluster pine tree 

Image: Cluster pine (Pinus pinaster) bark 



 

Direct impacts of climate change includes: 

• Increased temperatures 

• Variable rain 

• Rising seas 

These direct consequences have a variety of indirect consequences for agriculture, biodiversity, coastal, health, 

settlements and on water sources. 

Visit https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eUa1DDISRMO for information regarding climate change. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 CLIMATE CHANGE  

According to Article 1 of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), climate change is 

defined as a change of climate which is attributed to directly or indirectly to human activity that alters the composition 

of the global atmosphere and which is in addition to natural climate variability observed over comparable time periods. 

The Let’s Respond toolkit, developed to integrate climate change risk and opportunities into municipal planning, 

suggests that in order to understand climate change, one first have to understand the ‘greenhouse effect’ and the 

importance of greenhouse gases(GHG), which is Water vapor (H20), Carbon dioxide (CO2), Methane (CH4), Ozone, 

Nitrous oxide (N20), Chlorofluorocarbons. 

The greenhouse effect is a phenomenon that occurs naturally in the earth's atmosphere. When solar energy reaches 

the atmosphere, some of it is reflected back into space, while the rest is trapped in the atmosphere. This flow of energy 

traps enough heat in the atmosphere to keep the Earth warm enough for life to thrive. Due to the presence of GHGs, 

energy is trapped in the earth's atmosphere and this is called the 'greenhouse effect'. 

Examples of human activities that lead to the increase of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere are: Coal combustion 

for electricity generation, gasoline combustion in automobiles, various chemical processes in industry and numerous 

farming activities. As the amount of GHGs in the atmosphere rises, more energy is trapped in the atmosphere. This has 

the effect of adding a blanket to the atmosphere that gets thicker and thicker as more GHGs are released. We refer to 

this heating up process as global warming.  
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Image: Global warming illustrated 

ATMOSPHERE 

Image: Greenhouse effect illustrated 

  

Source: ICLEI Africa. (2019, October). Local Government Support Programme. A Practical Systematic Guide Towards Unlocking Municipal Climate Finance. South  

Africa: Department of Environment, Forestry amd Fisheries. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eUa1DDISRMO


 

HESSEQUA MUNICIPALITY: ENVIRONMENTAL 

MANAGEMENT ROAMING TEAM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The team of Hessequa Municipality: Environmental Management are constantly in the process of doing maintenance 

work and beautification of the natural environment and associated infrastructure.  



 

  

 

 

 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL CALENDAR DAYS – 2021 

14 July 2021: Shark Awareness Day 

31 July 2021: International Ranger Day 

 
Environmental days have been designated by both the United Nations and 

the African Union. These commemoration days give stakeholders a chance 

to contribute their thoughts, experiences and insights while also raising 

awareness and publicizing various environmental challenges. 

WORLD OCEANS DAY – 8 JUNE 2021 CELEBRATIONS 

World Oceans Day is annually celebrated on 8 June. This day aims and provides the opportunity for awareness 

creation with regards to human activity on the ocean and the life in the ocean. The Working for the Coast team in 

collaboration with Working on Fire, CapeNature and Melkhoutfontein Primary, joined forces on the 8th of June 2021 

to do a coastal clean-up. John Blignaut, Marine Officer from Cape Nature, did an outstanding job with his educational 

talk regarding the ocean and marine life. See below some images of the day’s activities. 

 


