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The Outramps branch of Custodians of Rare and Endangered Wild flowers (CREW) facilitated the bioblitz and assisted 

the Hessequa Municipality with the identification of as many indigenous plant species as possible within the current 

borders of the Witsand Nature Reserve (WNR). Photos taken was uploaded to a project created on iNaturalist specific 

to WNR. This survey was carried out on 9 and 10 March 2021. Seven members of Outramps were joined by Ismail 

Ebrahim, CREW co-ordinator from SANBI), Adriaan Fortuin (CapeNature: Manager of Grootvadersbosch) and his two 

rangers, as well as Mate Modisha from Hessequa Municipality.  

The main objective of the WNR is to maintain the reserve as an example of a naturally occurring ecosystem embracing 

the vegetation and wildlife of the area. The management of the reserve has put in a large effort to remove the alien 

vegetation, rehabilitate eroded soils, maintain paths throughout the area and allow the natural ecosystem to re-

establish itself.  

 

Results stemming from the initiative 

Although not all plants listed could be photographed, those that were have been posted on iNaturalist. As and when 

more species are discovered in different flowering seasons they too will be photographed and added to this project 

when the Outramps branch of CREW return in August as well as by local enthusiasts.  

 

Comments from the Outramps CREW 

The Outramps CREW were suitably impressed by the obvious effort that has gone into the almost total removal of 

invasive alien vegetation and the follow up removal of seedlings. We did note the odd manatoka and a large prickly 

pear which can be easily removed. Follow-up work will be an ongoing effort to get rid of rooikrans seedlings for years 

to come. However, if tackled regularly, the young plants can be easily hand pulled.  

The path network throughout the reserve was of a high standard and followed the construction suggestions made in 

the management plan. Signs clearly indicated where paths were under construction or where erosion was being 

addressed. It was a pleasure discovering the wide array of interesting plants along these paths.  

One of the driving forces of the fynbos vegetation, viz. fire, is not being considered due to the proximity of homes to 

the nature reserve. The fynbos vegetation is generally moribund and would certainly benefit from a hot fire in late 

summer, especially geophytes and myrmecochorous species. The thicket patches would provide sanctuary to wildlife. 

Follow https://www.inaturalist.org/places/witsand-nature-reserve  for some photos of the observations. 

Comments from the Hessequa Municipality 

The municipality have great appreciation for the willingness of the Outramps Crew to assist us in our conservation 

endeavours, as well as for CapeNature for facilitating and making the necessary arrangements.  The Hessequa 

municipality in conjunction with the Witsand Nature Reserve Trust are looking forward to the next phase of this 

project in August 2021.  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

   

 

GREEN EDITION 
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   Image 2: Manatoka (Myoporum tenuifolium)  

Image 1: Manatoka flowers (Myoporum tenuifolium)  

 

  

A FOCUS ON INVASIVES: MANATOKA  

(Myoporum tenuifolium) 

 

 

Manatoka, which many people still believe is an indigenous tree is 

widely used in residential gardens. This however is a highly invasive 

species.  The tree was imported from Australia as an ornamental or 

shade plant.  The tree reaches up to 5m with supple stems and a milky 

white latex (sap), 2 x 11 cm tapered supple green leaves with a well-

defined mid-vein, 1cm white flowers and 5mm red berries.  The seeds 

are dispersed by birds over long distances.  The tree also makes use of 

vegetative reproduction where root runners radiate from mature trees, 

just below the soil surface and shoots appear a distance away.  Young 

trees very often pop up where Rooikrans has been removed.  The 

reason for this is that the seeds are brought in by birds that perch on 

the Rooikrans.  Once the Rooikrans has been removed sunlight 

activates the Manatoka seeds (as well as multitudes of Rooikrans seeds 

which lies dormant in the seedbed).  Manatoka seedlings then appear 

in numbers.  

Manatoka has been identified by the Conservation of Agricultural 

Resources Act, (Act 43 of 1983) (CARA) as a Category 3 invader meaning 

that it may no longer be planted. The methods through which it can be 

controlled are mechanical or chemical.  For mechanical control the tree 

may be felled with cut stump herbicide application, as the tree is a 

vigorous resprouter, or seedlings under 1m may be hand pulled.  For 

chemical control herbicide may be administered by foliar spraying or 

basal stump application. (Wayne Meyer, 2007) 

 CATEGORIES: 

CATEGORY 1 (C1): Plants in this category are not permitted on your 

land and must be destroyed. 

CATEGORY 2 (C2): These plants are not permitted on your land and 

should be removed. Land owners can be exempted by obtaining special 

permission from the Department of Agriculture and if demarcated area 

has been set aside for these vegetation types. 

CATEGORY 3 (C3): In this case the plants are permitted to grow on your 

land but only if already established and no new additions are made to 

the existing. 

MAIN CHARACTERISTICS OF INVASIVE ALIEN PLANT SPECIES  

The four main characteristics of these species are as follows: 

1. The quantity of water that these plants absorb far exceeds the amount of water that indigenous species uses, 

resulting in dried out soil. 

2. These plants have no natural enemies which can limit their number. 

3. They grow fast and produce huge amounts of seed. 

4. All these aliens are quick to burn which it does at a much higher temperature than indigenous vegetation which 

poses as a serious threat to fynbos. 



 

  

HEIDELBERG: THE SPANISH REED PROJECT 

As per previous edition, the Environmental Management team of Hessequa Municipality initiated a project 

pertaining to the clearing of Spanish Reeds in Heidelberg, along the Duivenhoks River. The activities started on the 

1st of March 2021 and will continue until the 30th of April 2021. In addition to the roaming team, 5 temporary 

workers from Heidelberg were appointed through the shake-shake recruitment process who are assisting the team 

with the clearance of the reeds. The process entails the cutting of routes which assist those officials responsible for 

applying chemical treatment to gain access to those previously inaccessible areas. In the process of the reed 

clearance, other alien vegetation tipes are also targeted. Notices were issued to the community in close proximity 

to the area of operation to make the public aware that the reed will be chemically treated. See below some pictures 

of the work being done to eradicate the invasive reeds in Heidelberg. 



 

Passed calendar days: 

WORLD WILDLIFE DAY 

Forests and Livelihoods: Sustaining People and Planet 

World Wildlife Day aimed at highlighting the central 

role forest, forest species and ecosystem services play 

in sustaining the livelihoods of particularly indigenous 

and local communities with historic ties to forested 

areas, who live in areas adjacent to forests, and who 

hold important traditional knowledge about the 

management of forest ecosystems and wildlife.  

 

Forests cover a third of the Earth’s land surface.  

Forests and woodlands are key pillars of human 

livelihoods and well-being with more than 800 million 

people reported to live in tropical forests and 

savannahs in developing countries.  

Indigenous and rural communities have a particularly 

close relationship with these natural systems and rely 

on them to meet their essential needs. This includes 

food and shelter, energy and medicines, as well as 

cultural and spiritual needs. Forestry is one of the 

sectors prioritised under the Public Private Growth 

Initiative (PPGI) - a partnership between the National 

Government and the private sector to stimulate 

investment.  

World Wildlife Day is in its eighth year, it was declared 

by the United Nations General Assembly on 20 

December 2013 and marks the date of signing of the 

Convention on International Trade in Endangered 

Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) in 1973. 

(environment.gov.za) 

 

 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL  

CALENDAR DAYS - 2021 

13 April: International Plant Appreciation Day 

22 April: Earth Day 

EARTH HOUR – 27 MARCH 

2021 

Earth hour first occurred in 2007, when 2.2 million residents 
of Sydney, Australia, turned off their lights for 1 hour in 
response to an initiative by the Sydney Herald and the 
World Wide Fund for Nature. This was done to raise 
awareness about climate change.  
Earth Hour took place this year on March 27, 2021 at 20:30-
21:30. 

 

Upcoming calendar day: 

EARTH DAY 

22 APRIL 2021 

Earth Day is celebrated annually around the world on April 

22 to demonstrate support for environmental protection. 

First celebrated in 1970, it now includes events coordinated 

globally by the Earth Day Network in more than 193 

countries. 

This day calls for responsibility and action in order to 

promote harmony between nature and Mother Earth in 

order to reach a balance between the needs involved of 

present and future generations of humanity. 


