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  JULY / JULIE  2018 

Beste Inwoner / Dear 

Resident 

Our region is encased in a 

winter blanket as we enter 

the second half of the year. 

Councillors will be in recess 

from 2 July until 13 July. 

Recess is the temporary 

withdrawal by a councillor 

from their usual work or 

activity, with the condition 

that they must be available 

for any eventuality that may 

require their attention. 

Groot dank van waardering 

aan die Wes-Kaapse 

Regering vir die opgradering 

van die N2-Stilbaaipad wat 

amptelike deur Minister 

Donald Grant in Junie 

geopen is. Ons is voorwaar 

trots op die nuwe pad wat 

deur vele motoriste, stappers 

en fietsryers gebruik word.  

Ek en die Raad wil graag ons 

dank uitspreek teenoor al die 

instansies, organisasies en 

individue vir hul bydrae t.o.v. 

die verfraaiing van 

gemeenskappe en die 

munisipaliteit ondersteun in 

ons verbintenis tot die 

versorging van die 

omgewing. 

Gemeenskapsbetrokkenheid 

is die hoeksteen van 

omgewingsvolhoubaarheid.  

18 July (known as Mandela 

Day) is not only synonymous 

with Nelson Mandela’s 

birthday but with charitable 

work and Madiba’s belief 

that each person has the 

power to change the world. 

Companies spend hundreds 

of rands annually on the 67-

minute campaign to help 

uplift communities. I believe 

that we should not limit our 

time and impact to act only 

once a year, but act and 

inspire change every day.  

You can start with a small 

gesture like picking up and 

throwing away trash that 

litters our streets. Donate the 

sweater in the back of your 

closet, which you did not 

wear last winter, to someone 

in need. I want to challenge 

you to do something for 

someone every day and 

make a change. 

Groete / Kind regards, 

 GRANT RIDDLES 

UITVOERENDE 

BURGEMEESTER/ 

EXECUTIVE MAYOR 
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Emergency Numbers 

 
Traffic Department 

Tel: 028 713 7817 
House & Structural Fires 

Tel: 084 014 1828 
Field & Forest Fires 

Tel: 044 805 5071 or 
071 856 5719 
Ambulance 

Tel: 044 805 507 

 

 

Message from the Mayor / 
Boodskap vanaf die  
Burgemeester 

 

 

Tel: 028 713 8000 
info@hessequa.gov.za 
www.hessequa.gov.za 

Emergency Number 
084 014 1828 

(Fires, floods, accidents) 

Minister Grant and Executive Mayor Riddles, with officials from the Hessequa Municipality, the 
Department of Transport and Public Works, and the project team during the N2 – Stilbaai road 

project ribbon-cutting ceremony. 

mailto:info@hessequa.gov.za
http://www.hessequa.gov.za/
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The first highly cost-effective 

solar powered desalination 

plant in South Africa will be 

commissioned by the end of 

October 2018 at Witsand, 

Hessequa Municipality, Western 

Cape.  

The project was initiated by 

Prof. Erwin Schwella, Professor 

of Public Leadership at 

Stellenbosch and Tilburg 

Universities with the 

Municipality of Hessequa. This 

project is co-funded by the 

Western Cape Government 

through the drought relief fund, 

and by the French Treasury, 

through a fund dedicated to the 

implementation of innovative 

green technologies.  

In this Municipality 250km east 

of Cape Town, several coastal 

villages are suffering from a 

structural water deficit, even 

outside of drought periods. A 

site, part of Witsand village 

suffering from critical water 

shortages, was designated for 

the implementation of this first 

solar powered desalination unit. 

The plant will produce 100kl of 

fresh water per day powered by 

the solar energy only, to address 

the normal local water 

requirement. The plant offers 

the possibility to supply drinking 

water besides sunlight hours 

through the connection to the 

local electricity grid. The feature 

will be specifically used to 

address the December holiday 

peak period with a daily 

production capacity increased 

to 300kl. 

The technology, OSMOSUN®, 

developed by the French 

Company Mascara Renewable 

Water and brought to South 

Africa by their local partner 

TWS-Turnkey Water Solutions, 

is the world’s first reverse 

osmosis desalination 

technology coupled with 

photovoltaic solar energy 

without batteries, designed to 

supply coastal or borehole-

dependent communities, with 

drinking water at a competitive 

price and without CO2 

emissions.  

An intelligent system of 

membranes enables the plant to 

cope with variations in solar 

power availability: all 

parameters are instantly 

optimized to ensure the best 

energy performance and 

simultaneously to guarantee the 

maximum lifetime of both 

installation and membranes.  

Mascara Renewable Water 

already have several key-

references worldwide, for both 

seawater and brackish water 

solar powered desalination: in 

Abu Dhabi, Bora-Bora (French 

Pacific island), Rodrigues 

(Mauritius), Mozambique (Gaza 

Province, 6 plants). 

“The shortage of water in the 

Western-Cape is a harsh reality 

and only by implementing 

preventative measures, 

Hessequa municipality will be 

able to create water resource 

stability in our region. The 

Municipality is utilising 

innovative ideas in combating 

the effects of climate change, 

by taking the frontrunner 

approach in establishing public-

private intergovernmental 

relationships and joint ventures. 

These partnerships will ensure a 

green economy that aims at 

reducing environmental risks 

and ecological scarcities.” says 

Hessequa Executive Mayor 

Grant Riddles.  

Marc Vergnet, Mascara’s CEO 

concludes: “The sun has been 

desalinating oceans for 

millennium, Mascara is 

delighted to provide its nature-

inspired resilient solution to do 

its share to sustainably alleviate 

the water crisis of the region.”. 

The project not only constitutes 

a highly innovative model in 

terms of Franco-South African 

cooperation, but its sustainable 

and decentralized production of 

drinkable water could be 

replicated in a highly cost-

effective manner for 

communities along the South 

African coastline, as well as 

inland, anywhere with sufficient 

brackish water available. The 

future of desalination is solar, 

this project will be the 

demonstration of it. 

Kaartbetalingsfasiliteite sal 
vanaf 1 Julie 2018 by die 
Verkeerskantoor betaalpunte te 
Riversdal, Stilbaai, Albertinia en 
Heidelberg beskikbaar wees vir 
die betaling van REGISTRASIE 
EN LISENSIëRING VAN ŉ 
MOTORVOERTUIG. 

Die 2018/2019 begroting is 
goedgekeur deur die Raad, 
waarby die gewysigde 
Kredietbeheer- en 
Skuldinvorderingsbeleid 2018 
/2019 voorsiening maak vir die 
uitbreiding van 
kaartbetalingsfasiliteite.  

Die kaartbetalingsfasiliteite is 
slegs van toepassing vir die 
betaling van registrasie en 
lisensiëring van motorvoertuie 
en nie vir die betaling van 
boetes nie.

 

The Western Cape Department 

of Transport and Public Works, 

N2 – Stilbaai road project was 

officialy opened by Donald 

Grant, Minister Of Transport 

And Public Works on 11 June. A 

R192 million project that has 

been 26 months in the making. 

The project has seen the 

rehabilitation of a total of 

26kms of road, transforming it 

to a high quality and safer road. 

The work on the project 

included: 

• The addition of a 1.5 meter 

surfaced shoulder on both sides 

of the road. 

• The addition of passing lanes 

on three sections of the road to 

allow for easier passing for 

faster moving traffic. 

• The realignment of a 1.6 km 

portion of road at Skerpkoppies, 

both vertically and horizontally, 

to improve safety.  

• The addition of a sidewalk 

from the bridge linking Stilbaai 

East and West, to 

Melkhoutfontein. 

• The addition of a traffic circle 

at the road and bridge junction 

to improve traffic flow. 

• The addition of guardrails, two 

cattle creeps, five large culverts, 

with bridge expansion joints 

repaired. 

The Western Cape Department 

of Transport and Public Works 

project met and exceeded its 

local empowerment targets by 

creating work opportunities for 

260 people over the 26-month 

period (65% being young 

people, and 32% being women). 

A total of R11 million was spent 

on local labour, with another 

R21.7 million (14%) spent on 

targeted enterprises, including 

suppliers, sub-contractors, and 

manufacturers. 

 

Please visit 
http://loadshedding.eskom
.co.za/ for the latest and up 
to date load shedding 
schedule.  

Please note that the schedules 
published and shared on the 
municipal website and 
Facebook page, are received 
and maintained by ESKOM.  

FIRST SOLAR 
POWERED 
DESALINATION 
PLANT LAUNCHED IN 
SOUTH AFRICA  

 
 

KAARTBETALINGS-
FASILITEITE BY 
VERKEERSKANTOOR 

 
 

RECENTLY 
UPGRADED R192 
MILLION HESSEQUA 
ROAD OFFICIALLY 
OPENED 
 

ESKOM LOAD 
SHEDDING 
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