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TUIN-OP-DIE-BRAK STILBAAI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

   

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

GREEN EDITION 

The Tuin-Op-Die-Brak is situated along the Main Road in Stilbaai-East as you head to the main beach (Lappiesbaai) area 

along the Goukou River. The garden is the property of the Hessequa Municipality and enjoys shared responsibility 

between the municipality and the Tuin-Op-Die-Brak Society, a voluntary, non-profit committee. It's a one-of-a-kind, 

botanical fynbos park with species native to the Hessequa region. There are currently around 220 plant species, with 

11 of them being endangered. The Society and the municipality are able to keep the park running thanks to an excellent 

cooperative relationship. The indigenous garden therefor act as a shining example of an effective community and local 

authority project. This park is distinctive due to the unique Fynbos (Plants) that grows here on alkali ground which can 

only be found in the Hessequa area. Recent archaeological finds indicate that the indigenous fynbos of this location 

contributed to the survival of our ancestors (Homo sapiens) throughout the ice period, in contrast to other fynbos that 

thrive in acidic ground. Another distinctive feature of the garden is that is wheelchair accessible and developed with 

disabled people in mind. 



 

 

  

A FOCUS ON INVASIVES:  

AUSTRALIAN BRUSH-CHERRY (Syzygium paniculatum) 

 

 

CATEGORIES: 

CATEGORY 1 (C1): Plants in this category are not permitted on your land and 

must be destroyed. 

CATEGORY 2 (C2): These plants are not permitted on your land and should 

be removed. Land owners can be exempted by obtaining special permission 

from the Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development 

(DALRRD) and if demarcated area has been set aside for these vegetation 

types. 

CATEGORY 3 (C3): In this case the plants are permitted to grow on your land 

but only if already established and no new additions are made to the existing.  

MAIN CHARACTERISTICS OF INVASIVE ALIEN PLANT SPECIES  

The four main characteristics of these species are as follows: 

1. The quantity of water that these plants absorb far exceeds the amount of water that indigenous species uses, 

resulting in dried out soil. 

2. These plants have no natural enemies which can limit their number. 

3. They grow fast and produce huge amounts of seed. 

4. All these aliens are quick to burn which it does at a much higher temperature than indigenous vegetation which 

poses as a serious threat to fynbos. 

Syzygium paniculatum is indigenous to New South Wales on Australia's east 

coast, where it can be found in littoral and subtropical rainforests along the 

central coast. Syzygium is a genus of evergreen blooming trees and shrubs in 

the myrtle family (Myrtaceae). It includes over 1100 species with a natural 

range that stretches from Africa and Madagascar through southern Asia and 

the Pacific, with the highest levels of diversity found between Malaysia and 

north-eastern Australia. The clove (Syzygium aromaticum), whose unopened 

flower buds are an important spice, is the most economically important 

species. Eugenia has previously been classed as Syzigiums, however the latter 

genus possesses the most specific diversity in the Neotropics. It is a Category 

2 (C2) alien invasive plant. 

Throughout the year, (Syzygium paniculatum compacta) is a dwarf cultivar 

with a rounded appearance and bronzy-red new leaf. In the summer, it blooms 

with creamy white flowers, followed by rosy-purple fruit. It is a delicate plant 

that will not withstand much cold or frost, but it will thrive in containers that 

can be quickly relocated to a warmer place or covered in the winter. The 

mature plant will be ±2m tall with an equal spread, depending on the growing 

conditions and climate. 

WARNING: Syzygium edible species are widely planted in the tropics around 

the world and several have become invasive species in some island habitats. 

In South Africa, Syzygium paniculatum will seed itself all over your erf under 

optimal conditions. It is already invading our savanna, forest borders, coastal 

bush and riverbanks, as well as open urban settings. To avoid them from 

blossoming and fruiting in areas where they are a concern, it can be trimmed 

on a regular basis. 

 

 

Image: Australian Brush-berry 
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Image: Australian Brush-berries 

CAUTION: All parts of the cherry plant other 

than the ripe fruit are considered toxic to cats, 

including the seeds, blossoms, stems, leaves 

and pits. The toxic component of the cherry 

plant is cyanide. 



 
Image: Working on Fire participants busy with a firebreak 

 INTERGRATED FIRE MANAGEMENT: FIRE BREAKS 

A firebreak is one of the Integrated Fire Management tools which is a gap in vegetation or other combustible material 
that acts as a barrier to slow or stop the progress of a bushfire or wildfire.  

The purpose of a firebreak is to provide an area of reduced fuel load which will reduce the intensity of a fire and 

therefore allow for more effective combating and to also serve as a line from which a back burn can be started. 

Although the fire- breaks cannot completely protect farms against large veld fires, they play an important role in 

controlling and containing smaller fires on the farm, as they also provide access in densely vegetated areas – and are 

compulsory by law. 

There are different ways of doing firebreaks, these are hoeing, chemical spraying, slashing, and burning. 

As soon as the “Summer Fire Season” (the dry summer months) is over in the Western Cape, Working on Fire (WoF) 
assists Land Owners, such as farmers and Municipalities with the making of these firebreaks.  
 
As part of their firefighting training, WOF firefighters go through intensive training about Integrated Fire 
Management which includes constructing firebreaks. 
 
Since the end of the fire season, teams have been doing productions mostly constructing the firebreaks in 
preparation for the next Summer Fire Season. 
 
The width of Firebreaks differs between 10m width and 20m width based on the area where they will be conducted. 

This is usually determined by a local municipality, fire brigade or Fire Protection Association of that particular area. 
(Limakatso Khalianyane, Provincial Communications Officer, Working on Fire) 



 

HESSEQUA MUNICIPALITY: ENVIRONMENTAL 

MANAGEMENT ROAMING TEAM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The team of Hessequa Municipality: Environmental Management are constantly in the process of doing maintenance 

work and beautification of the natural environment and associated infrastructure. Below the team can be seen doing 

maintenance work to: 1. Fence, ablution facility as well as brush cutting the big Riversdale sign, all within the Werner 

Frehse Nature Reserve, 2. Alien Clearing in Witsand, 3. Dune Management also in Witsand in terms of the approved 

dune management plan, and 3. upgrading of a section of the footpath in the Tuin-op-die-Brak. 



 

SOLID WASTE RECLAMATION A MAJOR SUCCESS IN 

HESSEQUA REGION  

Hessequa Municipality has since 2009 become amply involved in reclamation of waste. In 2009, a trial run was piloted 

in Stilbaai by implementing a two-bag system and later extended to Jongensfontein. Riversdal, Albertinia and 

Heidelberg were systematically introduced to the initiative. Initially, Witsand, Vermaaklikheid, Gouritsmond and 

Garcia were also fully integrated in the project but were scrapped due to financial constraints. At present, 

Jongensfontein, Witsand and Gouritsmond are served by a two-bag system, but the inhabitants deposit their own 

recycled bags at strategic points. 

A two-bag system entails that households apply the first step of waste management by removing recoverable material 

from household waste before it is contaminated, then placing it in a recycling bag and the organic waste in a black 

bag. Recycling bags are collected on the same day as per the black bags collection programme, where the municipal 

vehicles will collect the black bags and the contractor/service provider will collect the recycling bags. 

Currently, all reclaimed recyclable waste is collected and transported the sorting branch in Riversdale and then graded 

according to different grades, as required by the industry, with maximum value added through baling, crushing, 

coring, before being distributed to various mills and plants across the country. Hessequa Municipality’s recycling bags 

is made from 100% recycled plastic. 

The tonnage of recovered material has grown from 687,000kg in 2009 to 1,625,467kg over the past 12 months of 

which paper alone comprises 822,069kg. During the past 3 months, 220,464kg of paper has been recovered consisting 

of Cardboard - 107,094, Courier and magazines - 35,106, White office paper - 68,681, Mixed paper - 7,296 and 

Tetrapak - 2,107kg. The municipal offices in Hessequa area has made a contribution of 741kg of white paper during 

the same period. 

The annual recovery of paper products in Hessequa bring the following savings: Trees - 13,974, Electricity - 3,288MW, 

Water - 5,754KL and Landfill Sites Airspace- 2,466m³. 

For the past 12 years, the recovery services have been looked after by a private service provider, Henque Waste, 

which has its depot in Riversdale. Henque Waste also have awareness and education initiatives in the Hessequa 

Region whereby they make the community and schools aware of the importance of recycling recyclable waste and 

solid waste recovery. 

We thank every resident, business and role player actively involved in the recovery programme for their sustained 

contributions and support. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL CALENDAR DAYS – 2021 

5 June 2021: World Environment Day 

8 June 2021: World Oceans Day 

17 June 2021: World day to Combat Desertification and Drought 

22 June 2021: World Rainforest Day 

Environmental days have been designated by both the United Nations and 

the African Union. These commemoration days give stakeholders a chance 

to contribute their thoughts, experiences, and insights while also raising 

awareness and publicizing various environmental challenges. 


