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The renown Gouritsmond Commonage is home to 

four hiking trails, many endangered plant species, 

an endangered butterfly specie called Poecilmitis 

Brooksi Teari as well as other fauna (animal 

species). The hiking trails are designed to easily 

identify the various types of vegetation on the 

Commonage. A plant guide was also designed, 

assigning numbers to plants which allows hikers to 

identify the plants by comparing the number on 

the trail to the number in the guide. The guide 

makes provision for the common name and the 

botanical name of the plant. Hikers are urged to 

stay on the designated footpaths as straying from 

the footpaths may result in injury or damage to the 

vegetation. It is also the hiker’s responsibility to be 

cautious at all times using the trails. Kindly note, as 

in all municipal reserves ‘No littering’ is allowed on 

the commonage. Although the slope in most 

instances remains level there is however a 

difference in the distance per footpath. 

The involvement and continuous effort by the 

members of the “Gouritsrivier Bewaringstrust”  

should also be noted as this is a true reflection of 

community pride, effort & dedication to the 

aesthetics & cleanliness of the natural 

environment that they live in. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Image: The Gourits Hiking Trials Map 

  

 

 

 

 

  

   

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

GREEN EDITION 

CLOSURE OF 

GOVERNMENT JETTY, 

WITSAND 
 

Kindly note that the jetty will be closed from 26 April 2021 
until 26 August 2021 in order to replace the current structure. 

 



 

PRICKLY PEAR (Opuntia ficus –indica) 

Tuin-op-die-Brak Society In proud association with Hessequa Municipality 

 

PRICKLY PEAR (Opuntia ficus –indica) in Stilbaai West 

 

  

A FOCUS ON INVASIVES: PRICKLY PEAR 

(Opuntia ficus –indica) 

 

 

The prickly pear has its origin from Mexico, South America. It can 

reach a height of 3 - 4.5m tall and 1.5 – 3m wide. The Opuntia ficus 

–indica has blue-green pads; yellow, orange or red flowers followed 

by fruit that changes from yellow to red. Many are spineless and 

also lack glochids. This Opuntia starts out as a succulent shrub and 

eventually matures with a woody trunk and becomes tree-like. 

The prickly pear can be controlled biologically as well as chemically. 

Biological control can be done through the cochineal insect, the 

cactus moth and the two stem-boring beetles. The cochineal insect 

is the most important biological agent for prickly pear control in 

South Africa, while the other two namely, the cactus moth and two 

stem-boring beetles also contributes to the successful control of 

prickly pear. Chemical control includes the use of Herbicide. The 

types of Herbicide include Mamba and MSMA. The recommended 

dosage per one-liter mix for Mamba is 500ml / 1L water (50% in 

water) and for MSMA per one-liter mix is 1L / 1L water. The 

chemical control treatment should be direct injection or application 

and the estimated product/ha for the Mamba with a 50% will be 

10L/ha and for the MSMA with 100% dosage, will be 10L/ha. 

CATEGORIES: 

CATEGORY 1 (C1): Plants in this category are not permitted on your 

land and must be destroyed. 

CATEGORY 2 (C2): These plants are not permitted on your land and 

should be removed. Land owners can be exempted by obtaining 

special permission from the Department of Agriculture, Land 

Reform and Rural Development (DALRRD) and if demarcated area 

has been set aside for these vegetation types. 

CATEGORY 3 (C3): In this case the plants are permitted to grow on 

your land but only if already established and no new additions are 

made to the existing.  

MAIN CHARACTERISTICS OF INVASIVE ALIEN PLANT SPECIES  

The four main characteristics of these species are as follows: 

1. The quantity of water that these plants absorb far exceeds the amount of water that indigenous species uses, 

resulting in dried out soil. 

2. These plants have no natural enemies which can limit their number. 

3. They grow fast and produce huge amounts of seed. 

4. All these aliens are quick to burn which it does at a much higher temperature than indigenous vegetation which 

poses as a serious threat to fynbos. 

Hessequa Municipality proudly introduces the Tuin-op-die-Brak 

Indigenous Nursery. Indigenous plants endemic to Stilbaai may be bought 

here. All proceeds will be used for improvements on the nature garden. 

Open Daily:  066 286 0045 (Esbè or Monique) 

Image by Angeles Balaguer from Pixabay  

Source: Business Insider SA 

Image by Angela Noske  

Source: inaturalist.org 



 

  

WITSAND DUNE MANAGEMENT PROGRESS 

The Witsand Dune Maintenance and Management Plan (DMMP) has been prepared in order to facilitate the ongoing 

rehabilitation, management and maintenance of the dune field located at the mouth of the Breede Estuary. The 

development of adjacent properties and infrastructure has impeded the natural movement of sand. The sand 

therefor continues to build up, forming sand dunes in the area immediately east of the river mouth. From these 

dunes the sand is blown inland by the dominant south and south westerly winds onto properties and roads in the 

immediate area. Pictures below depicts the Hessequa Municipality’s continuous and recent effort to stabilise the 

Witsand dune system.  

Witsand Dune Management Activities 

Did you know? 

Some sand dunes can grow up to 1,200m high, which is taller than three Eiffel Towers placed on top of one 
another. 



 

Passed Calendar Day(s): 

Earth Day – 22 April 2021 

The poster Earth Day Poster was designed in 

celebration of Earth Day 2021. The poster was posted 

on the municipal as well as the Explorers Garden 

Route Facebook pages, displayed at the Development 

Planning offices at reception and at the Riversdale 

library in order to create awareness. The theme for 

Earth Day 2021 was “Restore the Earth”, which a 

focus on innovative ideas and green technology in 

combatting climate change.  

Hessequa Municipality – Stilbaai Technical Department 

 

 

 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL  

CALENDAR DAYS - 2021 

2-8 May 2021: International Compost Week 

8 May 2021: World Migratory Bird Day / National Bird 

Day 

22 May 2021: International Day of Biodiversity 

23 May 2021: World Turtle Day 

Hessequa Municipality (HM) continued its greening 

efforts by removing invasive species such as the 

Manatoka and the Port Jackson and replacing them 

with indigenous trees and shrubs. This was done in 

conjunction with Huis Stilbaai on the adjacent park. Dr. 

Christina Mars from Huis Stilbaai was very pleased 

with the team and mentioned that they are well 

trained and are knowledgeable in greening practices, 

especially in the identification and care of indigenous 

trees and scrubs. She expressed gratitude towards HM 

for making the team made available as well as for the 

materials provided. Mars further mentioned that 

there is still a Brazilian Pepper Tree that need to be 

removed assist conforms to a Category 1 invasive 

species.  

The picture on the right shows the team of Hessequa 

Municipality that was involved in the initiative. 

 

 

PARK AT “HUIS STILBAAI” GETS GREENED 

 


