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Stranded whale carcass in Jongensfontein removed 

The stranding of Whales along the Hessequa coastline is a familiar sight and if accessible by either road or footpath 

the sight is frequented by numerous visitors that comes from far to make use of the opportunity for a up-close view 

of one of these majestic beast of the ocean. In many instances if within the urban edge these carcases were removed 

by the municipality due to the various health concerns that surrounds them. Examples of these concerns includes 

the smell that is being expelled as the carcase decompose or due the increased shark activity that usually surround 

these carcases. The smell of a whale bladder in the ocean attracts a range of sharks and usually drive them into a 

frenzy. As such, a recent stranding of a whale just outside the urban edge of Jongensfontein attracted a lot of interest 

from the public, local interest groups and government entities. It should be noted that this specific specimen 

belonged to the Physeter Catodon family or more commonly known as a Sperm Whale with males growing up to 19 

meters long, coincidently this is more than five times the length of a large elephant, while females can grow up to 

12 meters. The size of the sperm whale which stranded just outside Jongensfontein was about 15 meters, indicating 

that it might be male and weigh around 40 tons. The Municipality followed a process to appoint a contractor to get 

everything in place for the removal of the carcass. The primary reason for the removal of the carcass, was the 

upcoming festival period and the danger that sharks pose to swimmers and surfers in the surrounding area. The 

following safety rules were applied: 

• To avoid conflict between the public and the operators, law enforcement were deployed to prevent the public from 

entering the immediate area. 

• Beaches as far as Stilbaai were closed for the duration of the operation. 

• For a period of two days after the carcass has been removed, monitors were positioned in the vicinity of 

Jongensfontein to patrol the intertidal zone to ensure that the carcass has been removed in its entirety and that no 

remnants have been left behind in the immediate vicinity.  

The municipality extended a general warning to our surfing community to be vigilant and if possible to make use of 

beaches that are not within close proximity to the Jongensfontein area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo: Stranded Sperm Whale carcass in Jongensfontein Photo: The whale carcass in the process of being removed 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

   

  

   

        

  

 

 

 

GREEN EDITION 



 

Pauline Bohnen Nature Reserve (PBNR) 

 

#100000 Trees Campaign 

The aim of this campaign is to make a positive impact on the Hessequa region. This 

will be done by working towards planting 100 000 over a period of time. It is a joint 

project where the community and the municipality can work together to reach the 

goal of planting 100 00 trees. Visit www.100000trees.co.za for more information on 

how to register your tree and the importance of planting trees.  

Feel free to contact the following persons should you have any questions or requests: 

Shagon Carelse – 028 713 8071  

Philip Hendricks – 028 713 8070 

 

 

Image: Pauline Bohnen Nature Reserve 

 

 

  

The Pauline Bohnen Nature Reserve (PBNR) is located in Stilbaai. Activities in the reserve include bird watching, 

whale watching, photography, picnic, cycling and hiking. The PBNR is generally open for the public from                            

08:00 -18:00.  

A controlled burn was performed in the PBNR in July 2019. As a result of the burning and the seedbed, Rooikrans 

germinated and the team is currently busy with follow-up work. The team consisted of 3 permanent Hessequa 

Municipality workers strengthened by 5 Working for the Coast participants. The next task for the team will be to 

focus on trail maintenance (after the follow-up work has been completed.). The focus of the maintenance and follow-

up work is only on the burned area, which is done block-by-block as indicated in the photo below. 



 

Arbor Month celebrations by Working 

for the Coast, Department of 

Environment, Forestry and Fisheries, 

CapeNature:Grootvadersbosch and 

Hessequa Municipality: 

 

 

 

  

Environmental Calendar 

World Habitat Day: 

5 October 2020 

National Marine Week:  

12 – 17 October 2020 

World Fisheries Day: 

21 November 2020 

 

In loving memory of 

Willem Roodman 

Mr. Willem Roodman worked for the 

Hessequa Municipality for more than 10 

years and occupied the position of 

Environmental Officer. He was a man of 

few words, a devoted and hard worker. 

His colleagues saw him as a mentor, a 

teacher, a leader and a friend. May his 

soul forever rest in peace. 

 

 

09/02/1951 - 26/06/2020 

Level 2 Water Restriction  

 Gardens may only be watered twice a week between 18h00 and 19h00 

(EVEN numbered households may water their gardens on Mondays 

and Thursdays and UNEVEN numbered households on Tuesdays and 

Fridays). 

 Garden hoses may not be left unattended and hosing down of paving 

and cement surfaces are prohibited. 

 The washing of vehicles, caravans and boats may only be done by 

means of a bucket.  

 Properties using alternative water resources such as rainwater tanks 

or boreholes, must ensure that the appropriate signage is displayed in 

a visible manner. 

5 Tips to use water sparingly 

 Limit your shower time. 

 Report and/or replace leaking taps. 

 Close the tap while washing your hands and/or brushing your teeth. 

 Use greywater (recycled water) to flush and/or to water plants and 

the grass. 

 Do the laundry and dishes when it is necessary (avoid using a lot of 

water on small loads) 

National Arbour Month - September 2020  

National Arbour Month is an annual campaign coordinated by the 
Department of Environment, Forestry and Fisheries in partnership with 
Total South Africa. This year’s campaign has been coordinated under the 
theme “Forests and Biodiversity,” signifying the importance of 
protecting and conserving our biodiversity as the backbone of our 
economy and livelihoods.  

 


