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Dear Resident 

In terms of the Municipal 

Finance Management Act 

(MFMA), the municipality 

must table a draft budget 

to the public for 

consideration and 

comment before a final 

budget can be tabled to 

Council for approval. The 

MFMA is geared to help 

municipalities with a 

sustainable financial 

framework for sound 

financial practices that can 

goad a municipality to 

better service delivery.  

This legislation ensures 

that the public is fully 

informed about how the 

capital and operating 

budget is to be spent in the 

2017/18 budget year. 

Residents have 30 days to 

deliver their input and 

comment to Council for 

consideration before 

approving the budget. 

Spending of funds from this 

budget must be in line with 

the Integrated 

Development Plan, the 

National Development Plan 

and provincial strategic 

goals. 

Honourable Speaker and 

residents of Hessequa, the 

2017/18 budget as well as 

future budgets emphasizes 

economic growth, job 

creation and service 

delivery for everyone. The 

agricultural, tourism and 

industrial sectors contribute 

largely to economic 

activities and food security 

in Hessequa. 

It was a great learning 

process for us all to 

understand how difficult 

the municipal budget is, 

and I would like to thank 

Councillors and officials 

who were present at the 

budget deliberations and 

the following budget 

committee meetings for 

their indulgence, patience 

and tolerance with each 

other. The biggest 

challenge is to balance 

revenue and expenditure in 

such a way to give each 

community a piece of the 

cake. One layer of the cake 

is the capital budget which 

is funded from internal and 

external sources, and the 

other layer is the operating 

budget which is funded by 

tariffs. 

The operating budget is 

mainly financed by tariffs. 

Water, electricity, 

sewerage and refuse are 

the primary economic 

services of a municipality 

which means that revenue 

must cover expenditure. In  
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our case the sewerage section 

shows a small loss for 2016/17 

and the refuse section shows 

a loss of R7,8 million.  This is 

due to expenditure for the 

provision for landfill sites.  

The draft budget includes a 

15% increase in refuse tariffs 

to start reducing the deficit. 

Funds received from National 

and Provincial government 

will be spent according to the 

conditions of these transfers. 

 

With this as background, it is 

my privilege to present the 

draft budget for 2017/18 to 

you. Despite the current 

economic challenges and 

specifically the pressure on 

the South African economy, 

we as a Council realise that 

our residents cannot afford 

unrealistic increases in tariffs 

and property taxes. We 

therefore undertook to rule at 

all times with a culture of 

care, freedom, equality, 

transparency, honesty and 

opportunities for everyone. 

 

Hessequa does not have 

industries that can subsidize 

residential tariffs to keep 

them low. It is therefore 

critically important for 

Council to enlarge the 

revenue base by facilitating 

and supporting development. 

Over and above enlarging our 

economic base, it means that 

we also create job 

opportunities which in turn 

grows the economy in 

Hessequa. Our partnerships 

with the commercial sector, 

local communities and labour 

is very important for 

sustainable growth in 

Hessequa. 

 

The NERSA consultation 

paper suggest that electricity 

tariffs can only increase by 

1.88% average. The increase 

in electricity is absolutely 

minimal. The low increase in 

electricity will result in 

accounts increasing by 5.7% 

on average which is within 

the inflation target of 6.4%. 

Council also wants to ensure 

that service delivery and the 

upgrading of old 

infrastructure is done 

continuously and within a 

reasonable time frame. A 

refuse removal investigation 

was undertaken in February 

2017 along the rural routes of 

Garcia, Gouritsmond, 

Vermaaklikheid, Riversdale, 

Droëvlakte, Still Bay along 

the river, Blombos and 

Jongensfontein. The 

information gathered will be 

used to implement tariffs in 

the rural area. 

 

Recycling is a necessity to 

lengthen the life span of our 

dumping sites. The expected 

life span is approximately 2 to 

3 years. E-waste is also taking 

hold in all our towns, and 

dumping areas have already 

been identified. The National 

Department of Environmental 

Affairs adjudicators were very 

happy with the fact that the 

municipality is serious about 

recycling working against 

dumping space. Therefore, I 

appeal to you to be a part of 

the recycling process.  

 

Ward committees were 

established and training 

given. These committees are 

functional, and the first ward 

meetings have been held. The 

State is also looking at the 

greater role that these 

committees will have in 

future, and their allowance 

has been increased by 50%. 

This means that with effect 

from 1 July 2017 Ward 

Committee members will 

receive an allowance of R200 

per month. Indigent 

Committee members will also 

receive an allowance of R100 

per meeting as from 1 July 

2017. 

 

Council is aware of the 

condition in which the camps 

are in, and therefore 

upgrading of these camps has 

been prioritised in the budget. 

 

Many lessons were learnt 

during the fires that were 

experienced in January 2017. 

Council’s priority is to phase in 

a complete fire brigade 

service. To this end, the 

provincial government has 

delivered a fire engine to us 

with the promise to supply 

another one shortly. There 

has been budgeted for 2 

additional firemen to roll out 

this service. The intention is to 

have at least 2 firemen 

stationed in each town to 

make the reaction time as 

short as possible. 

 

Thanks to everyone, all 

Councillors and officials for 

your co-operation. It was a 

very participatory process and 

I believe our residents in 

Hessequa can be proud on 

this budget. 

 

I thank you. 

Councillor G. Riddles 

Executive Mayor 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Water savings measurements 

for the Hessequa region 

remain as a precautionary 

measurement.  

 

The following water 

restrictions apply to the Still 

Bay area:  

 

1.Gardens may only be 

watered between 17h00 - 

19h00. 

2.Sprayers may be used, but 

water hoses may not be used 

without supervision. 

3. Hosing down of paving and 

cement surfaces are not 

permitted.  

4. Washing of 

vehicles/boats/caravans will be 

allowed by means of a bucket. 

5. The Hessequa municipality 

reserves the right (after 

consideration of a motivated 

application) to provide written 

consent for release of specific 

restrictions for certain 

consumers. 

WATER 
RESTRICTIONS 
FOR STILL 
BAY   
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